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university. “His enormous generosity and this unique 
building will make the University of Utah the best 
place in the country to be a student entrepreneur.”

Groundbreaking is planned for this fall, and students 
are expected to move in starting fall 2016.

The Lassonde Studios will sit near the heart of campus 
and the David Eccles School of Business. The exterior 
design of the building will be inspired by the slopes 
and angles of the canyons along the Wasatch Front. 
The design team hopes the building will be iconic 
and help attract national attention to entrepreneurial 
learning opportunities at the U.

The inside of the building will be just as unique. It 
will feature a flexible floor plan, so rooms and spaces 
can be reconfigured as needs and trends change. 
The student residences will come in several forms, 
including large lofts for groups and small, moveable 
“pods” for individuals.

Meanwhile, the ground floor of the building will house 
the “garage,” which will be a gathering space for 
student entrepreneurs and have tools they will need – 
3-D printers, prototyping tools and more.

“The building will be as innovative and entrepreneurial 
as the activities inside,” said Troy D’Ambrosio, 
executive director of the Lassonde Entrepreneur 
Institute. “Students will be able to choose what type of 
residence they want and what type of creative space 
they prefer.”

Learn more and follow the construction process at 
www.lassonde.utah.edu/studios. EE

The building will be 
as innovative and 

entrepreneurial as the 
activities inside. Students will 

be able to choose what type 
of residence they want 

and what type of creative 
space they prefer.

All photos are artists’ renditions. Actual building may differ.
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in the country for technology commercialization and a top-ranked 
school for entrepreneurship.

Seeing the growth of the Lassonde Institute, Lassonde decided to 
increase his commitment again this year by donating an additional 
$12 million – for $25 million total – to build a new home for student 
entrepreneurs at the U. The building will be called the Lassonde 
Studios. The $45 million facility will merge 412 unique residences 
with a 20,000-square-foot “garage”  for student entrepreneurs. “It’s 
going to be the first of its kind in the United States, in the world, and 

it will truly distinguish the U in terms of entrepreneurship,” Lassonde 
said.

Lassonde’s vision for the Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute is to 
provide students with hands-on experiences that will define their 
education and lives. Creating startup companies and driving 
economic development are important, but not as important as 
changing students’ lives and helping them achieve success. “It is all 
about the student experience,” Lassonde said. “It’s to give hands-on 
experience to become an entrepreneur.”

In other words, Lassonde has been successful by creating his own 
luck, and now he is helping students at the U do the same thing. 
Through the Lassonde Entrepreneur Institute, he is helping students 
be as prepared as they can be when they find the right opportunity – 
“that’s how you are going to be successful.” EE

PIERRE LASSONDE’S LEGACY

Creating startup companies and 
driving economic development are 
important, but not as important as 
changing students’ lives and helping 
them achieve success.
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FACULTY FOCUS

ABBIE GRIFFIN
Dr. Abbie Griffin, 
the Royal L. Garff 
Presidential Chair in 
Marketing, was honored 
this spring as one of 
the top 45 ranking 
researchers in the 
technology innovation 
management field 
by the International 
Association for 
Management of 
Technology. “It is 
gratifying to have the 
national spotlight shine 
so prominently on one 
of our most outstanding 
faculty members,” wrote 
University of Utah 
President David W. 
Pershing in a letter to 
Griffin. 

ELIZABETH TASHJIAN
Dr. Elizabeth Tashjian, 
an associate professor of 
Finance, was honored 
as one of the University 
of Utah’s 2013 Beacons 
of Excellence Award 
recipients. The award 
is recognition of all 
that Tashjian has 
done to enhance 
the undergraduate 
experience for students. 
There were 270 
nominees from across 
the university, and in 
choosing Tashjian, the 
selection committee 
of campus community 
members called her 
a “powerhouse for 
connecting students 
to her discipline of 
finance as well as the 
joy of learning at the 
University of Utah.”

DEBRA SCAMMON
Dr. Debra Scammon, 
director of the 
Master of Healthcare 
Administration (MHA) 
program, won funding 
from the Patient-
Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute 
(PCORI) to identify 
and start addressing 
the unmet healthcare 
needs of the elderly 
and their caregivers in 
Utah. Joined by EMBA 
grad Christie North, 
their project called 
“Taking Care of Our 
Parents: Improving the 
Coordination of Care 
for Elderly Community 
Members” was one 
of only 30 proposals 
across the nation funded 
by PCORI.

PAM PERLICH
Dr. Pam Perlich, director 
of the Utah Community 
Data Project at the U’s 
Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research, was 
honored by the YWCA 
with an Outstanding 
Achievement Award, 
given annually to 
women who’ve 
made exceptional 
contributions in 
reducing racism and 
empowering women. 
The UCDP’s efforts to 
“democratize data” 
and help Utah policy-
makers better know the 
state’s demographics are 
a testament to Perlich’s 
work in university 
outreach and civic 
engagement.

BRAD VIERIG
Brad Vierig, Associate 
Director of Executive 
Education, received 
the 2013 Bud Fackler 
Service Award from 
the EMBA Council, 
an award recognizing 
contributions to the 
EMBA Council and 
to EMBA programs 
worldwide. Vierig served 
on the EMBA Council 
Board of Trustees, first 
as treasurer and then 
as chair. A member of 
planning committees 
for three EMBA Council 
Conferences, he also 
co-chaired the council’s 
2008 conference in 
Chicago. EE
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